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My Bearish Life: A Visual Representation of a Queer Subculture
by Adam David Bencomo
As a native from Albuquerque, New Mexico, I have explored many places and experienced many
different people. Since graduating from the University of New Mexico, I have grown into not
just an artist and educator, but I have embraced myself more specifically as a queer artist and
activist.
I found a home in the queer community amongst the bear community. This subculture was
formed to welcome men with various girths, heights, and densities of body hair. It has existed
for many years, and at times had forms of exclusivity. The bear community has both positive
and negative aspects that helped shape my identity, and it has opened my eyes to evolving and
encompassing broader aspects of the queer community within my life.
My coming out was a very rough process. Numerous relationships changed in a negative way,
which included my family and friends. When I found friends who accepted me as me, it was
confusing in the beginning. They loved hearing me laugh, seeing me smile, and encouraged me
to live my life just as it is. RuPaul says that as gay people, we get to choose our family. This is
a glimpse of mine. So, welcome to My Bearish Life.
Thank you to my friends who made me feel at home with you. You are my family.
This is a photographic dialogue of queer body radical acceptance as told by Adam David
Bencomo, a native of Albuquerque, New Mexico and University of New Mexico Alumnus.
Photographic images include: Body Positivity, Mer-Bear, Yes, I CAN Do a Handstand - Adam
at The Woods Campground, and Hiking with Ben.

Adam David Bencomo, “Body Positivity,” 2017

Adam David Bencomo, “Mer-Bear,” 2019

Adam David Bencomo, “Yes, I CAN Do a Handstand: Adam at The Woods
Campground,” 2019

Adam David Bencomo, “Hiking with Ben,” 2017

Adam David Bencomo is a native Burqueñx living in Baltimore, Maryland. Albuquerque
provided Bencomo with the foundation of what it means to be a human, but he believes
Baltimore helped shape him as an artist. With each passing day, he sees his art growing and
evolving but it almost always has a photographic core. As a New Mexican, Bencomo will always
carry his heritage with him. On being Nuevo Mexicano, he states, “it is the foundation of who I
am.” Every piece of art he creates and every thought that comes from him is viewed through a
lens of being raised in Albuquerque, New Mexico. As a queer person of color, he continues to
discover the depths of his identity, and the various nuances attached to identity continue to
highlight his Burqueñx heritage. While his works may not always be made in New Mexico, they
reflect his identity and relationship to the “Land of Enchantment.” He is proud to share his works
with the rest of the world.

